








Sixth grade is an exciting year where

demands increase and students learn to

manage time, new schedules and

heightened expectations. The math and

science blocks were filled with hands-on

experiments and complex problems,

while language arts and social studies

periods were consumed with world

history, integrated novels, writing, and

projects. Students embraced their new-found

independence and established themselves as the

newest members of the Middle School.
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SIXTH GRADE E . L . A . A S S E S S M E N T

On the Sixth Grade English Language Arts Assessment, students were

required to respond to reading passages through multiple-choice

questions, short written responses, and extended written responses.

This was a 150-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 9 students scored at this level, or 20% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

32 students scored at this level, or 69% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

5 students scored at this level, or 11% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level. 

Pocantico Hills Mean Score: 672

Westchester Mean Score: 669

Ranking: Top 46% of reporting

schools in We s t c h e s t e r. 
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SIXTH GRADE MATH ASSESSMENT

On the Sixth Grade Mathematics Assessment, students were required

to respond to short answer and word problems on state referenced

standards such as: Mathematical reasoning, Number and Numeration,

Operations Modeling, Multiple Representation, M e a s u r e m e n t,

Un c e r t a i n t y, and Patterns and Functions. This test was given to sixth

graders for the first time during the2005-2006 school year, and was 

a 100-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 6 students scored at this level, or 17% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

22 students scored at this level, or 61% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

6 students scored at this level, or 17% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

2 students scored at this level, or 5% of those tested. 
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SIXTH GRADE MATH ASSESSMENT

On the Sixth Grade Mathematics Assessment, students were 

required to respond to short answer and word problems on state

referenced standards such as: Mathematical Reasoning, Number 

and Numeration, O p e r a t i o n s, M o d e l i n g, Multiple Representation,

M e a s u r e m e n t, Un c e r t a i n t y, and Patterns and Functions. This was 

a 100-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 27 students scored at this level, or 59% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

17 students scored at this level, or 37% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

2 students scored at this level, or 4% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level. 

37% 33%

59%
50% 52%

59%

59%

34%

29% 24%

92%96%
93%

79% 76%
71%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Pocantico Hills Briarcliff Pleasantville Tarrytown Westchester New York State

4%

96%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

At or Above Below

REGIONAL COMPARISONS: SIXTH GRADE MATH
PERCENTAGES AT OR ABOVE STANDARDS

POCANTICO HILLS: SIXTH GRADE MATH
PERCENTAGES AT OR ABOVE STANDARDS

REGIONAL COMPARISONS: FIFTH GRADE 

E.L.A. 

72%

53%
62%

56% 60%

26% 41%
26%

11%
20%

94%98%
88%

67%

80%

67%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Pocantico Hills Briarcliff Pleasantville Tarrytown Westchester New York State

Level 4:

Level 3:

S t a t e w i d e :

✤ 780

✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 752

✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 732

✤ ✤ ✤ 720

✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 712
✤ ✤ ✤ 705

✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 700

✤ 695
✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 691

✤ 687

✤ ✤ 680
✤ ✤ ✤ ✤ 677

✤ 672
✤ 669
✤ 666

✤ 661
✤ 658

✤ 648
✤ 645



2 2

2 0 0 6-2 0 0 7:A year of team building . . .

THE POOL: Our physical education and recreation programs are enhanced by our

district’s Olympic size pool. Each spring students receive swimming instruction and

have access to the pool for classroom events. During the summer months the pool

serves as the focal point of our community and as an important component of our

day camp. In the 2006 pool season, over 80 students participated in the Pocantico

Hills Swim Team.

THE TECH TEAM: A voluntary group of middle school boys and girls help out during

their lunch and recess time in the Technology Woodshop. They assist in keeping the

shop organized, the tools and machines in working ord e r, and preparing class

materials. The Tech Team is also available to lend a hand to other students who come

to the shop to work on or to complete their projects. Eighth graders who have serv e d

on the Tech Team receive the prestigious “Golden Hammer Aw a rd.” 

THE HAW K S : In 2006, Pocantico Hills competed in modified sports-Level 1 with

schools in our region. We proudly fielded the following teams: boys and girls soccer;

girls volleyball; boys and girls basketball; boys baseball, and girls softball, in

addition to a summer swim and dive team. Go Hawks!
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Seventh graders begin their year with an over-

night team-building retreat at Fa i rview Mountain

Lake Camp. They returned empowered and

ready to take on the challenges of a longer school

day and increased academic expectations. They

were also eager to participate in extracurricular

programs such as modified sports and the 

dramatic arts. A broader view of American history

combined with a focused writing component

emphasizing creativity and structure made this a

hallmark year. Broader horizons in all content

areas challenged this group of young scholars to

examine math, history, science, and literature in

new ways. In June, a day trip to New York City

brought the year to a memorable conclusion.
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SEVENTH GRADE E . L . A . A S S E S S M E N T

On the Seventh Grade English Language Arts Assessment, students

were required to respond to reading passages through multiple-choice

questions, short written responses, and extended written responses.

This was an 80-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 2 students scored at this level, or 6% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

30 students scored at this level, or 85% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

3 students scored at this level, or 9% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level. 
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THIRD GRADE MATH ASSESSMENT

On the Third Grade Mathematics Assessment, students were required

to respond to short answer and word problems on state referenced

standards such as: Mathematical reasoning, Number and Numeration,

Operations Modeling, Multiple Representation, Measurement,

Un c e r t a i n t y, and Patterns and Functions. This test was given to third

graders for the first time during the 2005-2006 school year, and was a

75-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 10 students scored at this level, or 25% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

27 students scored at this level, or 68% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

3 students scored at this level, or 7% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level. 
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SEVENTH GRADE MATH ASSESSMENT

On the Seventh Grade Mathematics Assessment, students were

required to respond to short answer and word problems on state

referenced standards such as: Mathematical Reasoning, Number 

and Numeration, Operations, Modeling, Multiple Representation,

M e a s u r e m e n t, Un c e r t a i n t y, and Patterns and Functions. This was 

a 100-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 11 students scored at this level, or 31% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

23 students scored at this level, or 66% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

1 student scored at this level, or 3% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level.
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2 0 0 6-2 0 0 7:A year of greater depth . . .

EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORT U N I T I E S : The gifted and talented program at

Pocantico Hills is called “Extended Learning Opportunities” (E.L.O.). Students meet

twice a week to explore a variety of topics which expand and challenge their

knowledge base and cre a t i v i t y. The program is available to students selected fro m

grades 3 through 8, with a total enrollment of 48 students. 

A second program called “E.L.O. After School” is also off e red at Pocantico Hills.

This program is open to all students from grades 3 through 8. Three times, during

the school year, the students receive a pamphlet containing courses that are

o ff e red. These courses meet after regular school hours for six-week intervals and

include: athletics, computers, cooking, crafts, and fine arts. In the 2006-2007 school

y e a r, the program served an average of 70 students per session for a total

e n rollment of 216 students.

A third program off e red to qualifying students is called “Highly Gifted

Students” (H.G.S.) and offers a challenging area of investigation meeting four

times a week during school hours. During these classes, students are advanced in

language arts, science, math, and social studies. In the 2006-2007 school year a

total of 19 students from grades 4 through 8 were enrolled in this program. 

In 2006-2007, Pocantico Hills became the first middle school in Westchester to

offer an on-line course entitled “Oceanography” through Accelerated University.

Selected students from the seventh and eighth grades participated in a virt u a l

c l a s s room. They also met two to three times a month, at school, to share their

thoughts and to perf o rm labs that coincided with the material that was being

taught on line. Their culminating activity was a field trip to the Mystic Aquarium

in Connecticut where they were able to observe and experience many of the

concepts they had learned through the course.



Eighth graders were challenged by in-depth learning experiences

across the curriculum. The high school selection process begins in

earnest with final selections being made in January. We are fortunate,

as a district, for our students to have the opportunity to attend one of

three outstanding high schools. One of the other highlights of the year

is the annual Eighth Grade Art Show. The exhibit entitled,

Masterpieces of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, was held at the

Eastview Landmark Building and featured original student work. In

addition, the paintings of students from years past were on display to

honor our retiring art teacher. This successful school year culminated

in a two-day trip to Baltimore’s Inner Harbor in June with Graduation

Day following soon after. Reflecting upon their experience at Po c a n t i c o

Hills, our eight grade students were filled with a sense of

accomplishment as well as anticipation of their high school years to come.
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EIGHTH GRADE E . L . A . A S S E S S M E N T

On the Eighth Grade English Language Arts Assessment, students

were required to respond to reading passages through multiple-choice

questions, short written responses, and extended written responses. 

At this grade level, New York State has given an assessment since 19 9 9 .

This was a 150-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 5 students scored at this level, or 16% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

24 students scored at this level, or 75% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

2 students scored at this level, or 6% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

1 student scored at this level, or 3% of those tested. 
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EIGHTH GRADE MATH ASSESSMENT

On the Eighth Grade Mathematics Assessment, students were required

to respond to short answer and word problems on state referenced

standards such as: Mathematical Reasoning, Number and Numeration,

Operations, Modeling, Multiple Representation, M e a s u r e m e n t,

Un c e r t a i n t y, and Patterns and Functions. At this grade level, New Yo r k

State has given an assessment since 1999. This was a 145-minute exam

taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 6 students scored at this level, or 19% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

22 students scored at this level, or 69% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

3 students scored at this level, or 9% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

1 student scored at this level, or 3% of those tested.
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EIGHTH GRADE SCIENCE A S S E S S M E N T

On the Eighth Grade Intermediate-Level Science Assessment, students

were required to respond to questions in both a performance section

and a written section. These questions covered the state learning

standards for Life Science, Physical Science, and Earth Science. This 

was a 125-minute exam taken over two days.  

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 13 students scored at this level, or 65% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.  

6 students scored at this level, or 30% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

1 student scored at this level, or 5% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.  

No students scored at this level.
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THIRD GRADE MATH ASSESSMENT

On the Third Grade Mathematics Assessment, students were required

to respond to short answer and word problems on state referenced

standards such as: Mathematical reasoning, Number and Numeration,

Operations Modeling, Multiple Representation, Measurement,

Un c e r t a i n t y, and Patterns and Functions. This test was given to third

graders for the first time during the 2005-2006 school year, and was a

75-minute exam taken over two days.

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 10 students scored at this level, or 25% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.

27 students scored at this level, or 68% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

3 students scored at this level, or 7% of those tested.

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level. 
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EIGHTH GRADE SOCIAL STUD I E S A S S E S S M E N T

On the Eighth Grade Social Studies Assessment, students were

required to respond to multiple-choice, short-answer, constructed-

response, and document-based questions concerning state standards

related to United States History and World History, as well as questions

on G e o g r a p h y, E c o n o m i c s, C i v i c s, C i t i z e n s h i p, and G o v e r n m e n t. This 

was a 180-minute exam taken over two days.  

Level 4: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards with

Distinction. 14 students scored at this level, or 44% of those tested.

Level 3: Indicates the student is Meeting Learning Standards.  

18 students scored at this level, or 56% of those tested.

Level 2: Indicates the student is Partially Meeting Learning Standards.

No students scored at this level. 

Level 1: Indicates the student is Not Meeting Learning Standards.  

No students scored at this level. 

Pocantico Hills Mean Score :
8 4

Westchester Mean Score :
Not available

R a n k i n g :
Not available
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EIGHTH GRADE EARTH SCIENCE REGENTS
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2 0 0 6-2 0 0 7:A year of stellar performances . . .

I N S T R U M E N TAL MUSIC: During our spring concert, the sixth, seventh, and eighth

grade bands presented a program called “Movies of Our Time.” Music from “The

L o rd of the Rings”, three cowboy movies, and “Phantom of the Opera” were

among the highlights. The three bands were made up of 111 students—almost the

e n t i re middle school. Individual honors were achieved by the 10 students who

p a rticipated in the NYSSMA Solo Festival. Standards are very high and each

p e rf o rmer must pre p a re a solo, memorize scales, and sight-read a piece of music

that they have never seen before. Four Pocantico Hills students were award e d

Outstanding ratings and 6 students received a score of Excellent.

SCHOOL CHORUS: Our chorus has a new look! All of our perf o rmers were

outfitted with elegant navy robes. This touch of professionalism seemed to

make everyone on stage stand a little taller, smile a little bro a d e r, and sing

a little louder. Additional music program enhancements included the

addition of a multi-media station with re c o rding capabilities, midi

i n s t ruments, movie editing, composition and notation software. A music-

themed carpet, complete with notes and a keyboard was also added to

help our younger students visualize what they were singing. In addition,

we sent 11 middle school students to perf o rm in the NYSSMA Spring

C o n c e rt held at SUNY P u rchase. We also had 3 of our students part i c i p a t e

in the NYSSMA Conference All-State music gro u p .

“HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL”: With 67 singing and dancing cast members and

15 stage hands, Pocantico Hills had more than 75% of our middle school

hitting their marks this past spring. We boasted one of the pre m i e r

stagings of this very popular production featuring a just-released script

and score .
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2 0 0 6-2 0 0 7:S o a ring to new heights

During the 2006-07 academic year our school and its programs took flight. It was a

year of continued technology innovation, statewide recognition, and a new school

mascot selected by our school community and re p resentative of our collective

tenacity and vision.

We are now the Pocantico Hills Hawks, proud of our heritage and always keeping

a keen eye on our aerie here at 599 Bedford Road.

In the winter of 2007 we introduced our first on-line learning opportunity for

students. Pocantico Hills was the first school in our region to pilot this program and

the first middle school in Westchester to offer an online course.

In the spring of 2007 Pocantico Hills was designated by the State Education

D e p a rtment as one of New Yo r k ’s “High Perf o rming Schools”. The distinction is a

c redit to our hardworking students, dedicated staff, and supportive families.

2006-2007 was a year in which Pocantico pride soared as we continued our journ e y

to excellence.



2 0 0 6-2 0 0 7:A year of moving up . . .

STUDENTS FROM THE POCANTICO HILLS CLASS OF 2003 ARE NOW

ATTENDING THESE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES:

Boston University • Champlain College • Concordia College • Dre w

College • Iona College • Keene State College • Kenyon College •

Loyola College in Maryland • Manhattanville College • Mercy College

• Montana State University • Sacred Heart University • Skidmore

College • St. Thomas Aquinas College • SUNY Albany • SUNY

M o rrisville • SUNY New Paltz • SUNY Purchase • SUNY Stony Brook • 

University of Delaware • University of Maryland • Vassar College •

Villanova University • Westchester Community College
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